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PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1 .47(A) AND 
RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MISSING PARTS 



Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This response includes both a Response to a Notice of Missing Parts as well as 
a Petition and Statement of Facts under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a). 

In response to the Notice to File Missing Parts of Application - Filing Date 
Granted mailed June 8, 2004, Applicant respectfully submits Part 2 Copy of Notice 
and a Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney. These documents are attached 
as Exhibits B and C, respectively, to the Statement of Facts. Applicant further 
submits this Petition to Enter the Declaration Signed on Behalf of a Nonsigning 
Inventor and a Petition for a Four Month Extension of Time. 

The director is authorized to charge $1850.00 covering the fees set forth in 37 
CFR 1.16(e) ($130.00) and 37 CFR 1.17(a)(1) ($1590) and 37 CFR 1.17(h) ($130) to 
our Deposit Account No. 13-2855, under Order No. 29939/38936B. The Director is 
further authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to be filed or 
which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
application by this firm) to the same Deposit Account No. 13-2855 and Order No. 
29939/38936B. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 
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Turning now to the Petition, transmitted herewith are inventor declarations 
executed by joint inventors William Croft, John Vura, and Brian Pleiman for 
themselves and on behalf of their nonsigning coinventor, Frederick Cruz. 

Further submitted herewith is a statement of facts by Russell C. Petersen in 
which he relates that attempts to secure inventor Cruz's signature on an inventor 
declaration for the above-identified patent application have been unsuccessful, based 
upon his firsthand knowledge of such attempts. Mr. Cruz has received a copy of the 
application as filed as well as the declaration, and has not responded. 

On the basis of these facts and for the reasons submitted herewith, it is 
respectfully requested that the Commissioner accord this application status under 37 
C.F.R. §1.47. 

Should any questions arise over the form or substance of this petition and 
attachments, the office is encouraged to contact the undersigned attorney at the 
telephone number and address listed below. 



Respectfully submitted for, 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 



December 8, 2004 By;, 




Russell C. Petersen 



Reg. No.: 53,457 

6300 Sears Tower 

233 South Wacker Drive 

Chicago, Illinois 60606-6402 

(312) 474-6300 
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mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope 
addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 



Group Art Unit: 3643 




1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 
on December 8, 2004. yj 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1. 47(a) 



Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

I, Russell C. Petersen, hereby state as follows: 

1 . I am authorized by Rubbermaid Incorporated (hereinafter 
"Rubbermaid"), the assignee of the above-identified patent application (hereinafter 
"the patent application") to make this statement in my capacity as patent counsel. A 
copy of an assignment executed by each of the joint inventors, except for Mr. 
Frederick Cruz, demonstrating that Rubbermaid is the assignee of the patent 
application is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

2. I received a Notice of Missing Parts with respect to this application 
bearing a mailing date of June 8, 2004. Part 2 Copy of the Notice is attached as 
Exhibit B. 

3. I make this declaration to provide facts known to me concerning the 
inability to secure joint inventor Frederick Cruz's signature on a declaration and 
assignment for the patent application. Mr. Cruz is a coinventor of the patent 
application. The other coinventors (Mr.Croft, Mr. Vura, and Mr. Pleiman) have 
executed a declaration and assignment for the patent application for themselves and 
on behalf of their nonsigning joint inventor, Frederick Cruz. A copy of a declaration 
signed by each of the joint inventors, except for joint inventor Cruz, is attached hereto 
as Exhibit C. 
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4. The last known residential address for joint inventor Frederick Cruz is: 

Frederick Cruz 
135 Eyman Drive 
Apple Creek, OH 44606 

This address is from the records kept by Rubbermaid. This address is also 

consistent with an internet search I performed, which is attached as Exhibit D. Please 

also note on the Exhibit C that an "Amy Cruz" is also listed at the same address. On 

information and belief, Amy Cruz is Mr. Cruz's wife. 

5. On November 4, 2004, 1 sent a letter enclosing copies of the patent 
application as filed with the U.S. PTO, a declaration, and an assignment directly to 
Mr. Cruz's address, for his signature. A copy of the letter dated November 4, 2004 is 
attached hereto as Exhibit E. This letter was sent by certified mail. 

6. In late November, I received a copy of a postcard that indicated that 
Amy Cruz signed for and received the package containing the declaration and copy of 
the application on November 24, 2004. A copy of the front side and back side of the 
postcard is attached as Exhibit F. 

7. As of today, I have not received a signed copy of the declaration from 
Mr. Cruz responsive to this mailing. 

8. In a prior attempt to secure Mr. Cruz's signature, I sent a letter with a 
copy of a declaration and assignment for all inventors' (including Mr. Cruz's) 
signature to Ms. Lynn Browning of Rubbermaid on August 18, 2004. A copy of this 
letter is attached as Exhibit G. Upon information and belief, Ms. Browning forwarded 
this letter including a copy of the declaration and assignment to Mr. Cruz's home. 

9. I did not receive a signed a signed copy of the declaration from Mr. 
Cruz responsive to this mailing, either. 

10. Upon information and belief, Mr. Cruz is no longer employed with 
Rubbermaid, and might no longer feel motivated to provide his signature on the 
declaration and assignment. 
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11. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; 
and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
under 18 U.S.C. §1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the patent application or any patent issued thereon. 



Respectfully submitted for, 



December 8, 2004 




Reg. No.: 53,457 

6300 Sears Tower 

233 South Wacker Drive 

Chicago, Illinois 60606-6402 

(312) 474-6300 



EXHIBIT A 



ASSIGNMENT 



^ Serial No: 10/725,816 
m 

Filed: December 2, 2003 

o 

J§ Title: VERSATILE DOG HOUSE 



o 
a 



For $10.00 (Ten Dollars) and other good and sufficient consideration, the receipt and sufficiency 
whereof are hereby acknowledged, the undersigned hereby assign to RUBBERMAID, INCORPORATED, 3320 

i— h 

0 - West Market Street, Fairlawn, Ohio 44333 (hereinafter "Assignee"), its successors and assigns, the entire right, 
g title and interest in the invention or improvements of the undersigned disclosed in an application for Letters Patent 

of the United States, executed by the undersigned on, and in said application and 

53 any and all other applications, both United States and foreign, which the undersigned may file, either solely or 

jointly with others, on said invention or improvements, and in any and all Letters Patent of the United States and 
g foreign countries, which may be obtained on any of said applications, and in any reissue or extension thereof. 

<D 
00 

§ The undersigned hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue 

m 

said Letters Patent to said assignee. 

a 

*3 

I* The undersigned hereby authorize and request the attorneys of record in said application to insert in 

g this assignment the execution date and/or filing date and serial number of said application when officially known. 

g 

o The undersigned warrant themselves to be the owners of the interest herein assigned and to have the 



OO 

m 
m 



right to make this assignment and further warrant that there are no outstanding prior assignments, licenses, or other 
rights in the interest herein assigned. 



For said consideration the undersigned hereby agree, upon the request and at the expense of said 
assignee, its successors and assigns, to execute any and all divisional, continuation, continuation-in-part and 



substitute applications for said invention or improvements, and any necessary oath or affidavit relating thereto, and 

O any application for the reissue or extension of any Letters Patent that may be granted upon said application, and 

any and all applications and other documents for Letters Patent in foreign countries on said invention or 

5 improvements, that said assignee, its successors or assigns, may deem necessary or expedient, and for the 

55 aforesaid consideration the undersigned further agree upon the request of said assignee, its successors or assigns, 

g in the event of any application or Letters Patent assigned herein becoming involved in Interference, to cooperate to 

^ the best of the ability of the undersigned with said assignee, its successors or assigns, in the matters of preparing 

5 and executing the preliminary statement and giving and producing evidence in support thereof, the undersigned 

55 hereby agreeing to perform, upon request, any and all affirmative acts to obtain said Letters Patent, both United 
Pi 

<; States and foreign, and vest all rights therein hereby conveyed in said assignee, its successors and assigns, 



whereby said Letters Patent will be held and enjoyed by said assignee, its successors and assigns, to the full end of 
the term for which said Letters Patent may be granted as fully and entirely as the same would have been held and 
enjoyed by the undersigned if this assignment and sale had not been made. 
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WITNESS my hand this 



day of jc^sA > J?^^ 



State of 
County of 



Medina 




Brian R. Pleiman 



dayof AOZOSL , 2jDCA .beforeme,; 
e County and State aforesaid, appeared, to me personally known to be the sar 



On this S-AZ? —~ clay 01 F\U\U^X— , <4S~i , betore me, a 

Notary Public in and for the County and State aforesaid, appeared, to me personally known to be the same 
person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged that he executed said 
instrument as his free and voluntary act and for the uses and purposes therein expressed. 
WITNESS my hand and seal the same day and year last above given. 

KELU A. BRIGADOI 
NOTARY PUBLIC - STATE OF OHIO 
Raceriad In Cuyahoga County 
My OomiBipns Dec 2, 2004 

My Commission Expires: 
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ASSIGNMENT 

^ Serial No: 10/725,816 
m 

Filed: December 2, 2003 
g Title: VERSATILE DOG HOUSE 

.2 For $10.00 (Ten Dollars) and other good and sufficient consideration, the receipt and sufficiency 

£ whereof are hereby acknowledged, the undersigned hereby assign to RUBBERMAID, INCORPORATED, 3320 
g West Market Street, Fairlawn, Ohio 44333 (hereinafter "Assignee"), its successors and assigns, the entire right, 
g title and interest in the invention or improvements of the undersigned disclosed in an application for Letters Patent 

Q of the United States, executed by the undersigned on, and in said application and 

S3 any and all other applications, both United States and foreign, which the undersigned may file, either solely or 
o jointly with others, on said invention or improvements, and in any and all Letters Patent of the United States and 



g foreign countries, which may be obtained on any of said applications, and in any reissue or extension thereof. 

The undersigned hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue 



o 
o 
m 

o said Letters Patent to said assignee. 
•3 

•s The undersigned hereby authorize and request the attorneys of record in said application to insert in 

'C this assignment the execution date and/or filing date and serial number of said application when officially known. 
Q ' * 

<u 

*o The undersigned warrant themselves to be the owners of the interest herein assigned and to have the 

?> right to make this assignment and further warrant that there are no outstanding prior assignments, licenses, or other 

w rights in the interest herein assigned, 
m 

CN 
CU 

►J 



For said consideration the undersigned hereby agree, upon the request and at the expense of said 
assignee, its successors and assigns, to execute any and all divisional, continuation, continuation-in-part and 
substitute applications for said invention or improvements, and any necessary oath or affidavit relating thereto, and 

0 any application for the reissue or extension of any Letters Patent that may be granted upon said application, and 
any and all applications and other documents for Letters Patent in foreign countries on said invention or 

§ improvements, that said assignee, its successors or assigns, may deem necessary or expedient, and for the 

^ aforesaid consideration the undersigned further agree upon the request of said assignee, its successors or assigns, 

01 . 

Pl) in the event of any application or Letters Patent assigned herein becoming involved in Interference, to cooperate to 
O 

^ the best of the ability of the undersigned with said assignee, its successors or assigns, in the matters of preparing 
!jd and executing the preliminary statement and giving and producing evidence in support thereof, the undersigned 
£75 hereby agreeing to perform, upon request, any and all affirmative acts to obtain said Letters Patent, both United 
<< States and foreign, and vest all rights therein hereby conveyed in said assignee, its successors and assigns, 
^ whereby said Letters Patent will be held and enjoyed by said assignee, its successors and assigns, to the full end of 

the term for which said Letters Patent may be granted as fully and entirely as the same would have been held and 

enjoyed by the undersigned if this assignment and sale had not been made. 
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WITNESS my hand this 



State of |J C- 

County of M*ik ll.K)r >Ur& lOjACX^y) 

J William Croft V 



dayof Ju>/ET jfaflY , fljr&TT' , before me, a 
le County and State aforesaid, appeared, to me personally known to be the same 



On this 

Notary Public in and for the County and State aforesaid 
person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged that he executed said 
instrument as his free and voluntary act and for the uses and purposes therein expressed. 
WITNESS my hand and seal the same day and year last above given. 



My Commission Expires: 

Notary Public 



ASSIGNMENT 



Serial No: 10/725,816 

Filed: December 2, 2003 

Title: VERSATILE DOG HOUSE 

For $10.00 (Ten Dollars) and other good and sufficient consideration, the receipt and sufficiency 
whereof are hereby acknowledged, the undersigned hereby assign to RUBBERMAID, INCORPORATED, 3320 
West Market Street, Fairlawn, Ohio 44333 (hereinafter "Assignee"), its successors and assigns, the entire right, 
title and interest in the invention or improvements of the undersigned disclosed in an application for Letters Patent 

of the United States, executed by the undersigned on, and in said application and 

any and all other applications, both United States and foreign, which the undersigned may file, either solely or 
jointly with others, on said invention or improvements, and in any and all Letters Patent of the United States and 
foreign countries, which may be obtained on any of said applications, andimany.reissue. or extension thereof. - 

The undersigned hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue 
said Letters Patent to said assignee. 

The undersigned hereby authorize and request the attorneys of record in said application to insert in 
this assignment the execution date and/or filing date and serial number of said application when officially known. 

The undersigned warrant themselves to be the owners of the interest herein assigned and to have the 
right to make this assignment and further warrant that there are no outstanding prior assignments, licenses, or other 
rights in the interest herein assigned. 

For said consideration the undersigned hereby agree, upon the request and at the expense of said 
assignee, its successors and assigns, to execute any and all divisional, continuation, continuation-in-pait and 
substitute applications for said invention or improvements, and any necessary oath or affidavit relating thereto, and 
any application for the reissue or extension of any Letters Patent that may be granted upon said application, and 
any and all applications and other documents for Letters Patent in foreign countries on said invention or 
improvements, that said assignee, its successors or assigns, may deem necessary or expedient, and for the 
aforesaid consideration the undersigned further agree upon the request of said assignee, its successors or assigns, 
in the event of any application or Letters Patent assigned herein becoming involved in Interference, to cooperate to 
the best of the ability of the undersigned with said assignee, its successors or assigns, in the matters of preparing 
and executing the preliminary statement and giving and producing evidence in support thereof, the undersigned 
hereby agreeing to perform, upon request, any and all affirmative acts to obtain said Letters Patent, both United 
States and foreign, and vest all rights therein hereby conveyed in said assignee, its successors and assigns, 
whereby said Letters Patent will be held and enjoyed by said assignee, its successors and assigns, to the full end of 
the term for which said Letters Patent may be granted as fully and entirely as the same would have been held and 
enjoyed by the undersigned if this assignment and sale had not been made. 
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WITNESS my hand this I (Hfa day of UjuLO^fA^ , (200*7 ^ 

State of 

County of ^-jjU0UL<fTUZ-~~- 

On this / tth day of (_f/jQ7lA)Jf^, <2&D¥ , before me, a 
Notary Public in and for the County and State aforesaid, appeared, to me personally known to be the same 
person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged that he executed said 
instrument as his free and voluntary act and for the uses and purposes therein expressed. 
WITNESS my hand and seal the same day and year last above given. 



My Commission Expires: l^teryp^hlfo P 

In and tor the State of Ohio 
My Commission Expiree 
August 17, 2008 





Notary Public 
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EXHIBIT B 



Page 1 of 2 



United States Extent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Tradnmorlt OffitsH 

A<tdrc»: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
RO. Do* H50 

Altrjumdi'ra.Yuipiiia 22313-1450 
www.ii.plu guv 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



FILING OR 371 (c) DATE 



FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER 



10/725,816 



12/02/2003 



Kenneth W. Hull 



29939/38936B 



04743 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 
6300 SEARS TOWER 
233 S. WACKER DRIVE 
CHICAGO, IL 60606 




CONFIRMATION NO. 3611 
FORMALITIES LETTER 

llll I Mil II II III II II III! Illlll II II 



*OC00000001 289431 2* 



Date Mailed: 06/08/2004 



NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION 

FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1 .53(b) 
Filing Date Granted 

Items Required To Avoid Abandonment: 

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The item(s) indicated below, 
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all 
required items and pay any fees required below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by 
filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

• The oath or declaration is missing. 

A properly signed oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, identifying the application by the 
above Application Number and Filing Date, is required. 

• To avoid abandonment, a late filing fee or oath or declaration surcharge as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .16(e) of 
$130 for a non-small entity, must be submitted with the missing items identified in this letter. 

The application is informal since it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below. 

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment: 

• Replacement drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .84 and 37 CFR 1 .121 are required. The drawings 
submitted are not acceptable because: 

■ The drawings must be reasonably free from erasures and must be free from 

alterations, overwriting, interlineations, folds, and copy marks. See Figure(s) 9,16,24. 

SUMMARY OF FEES DUE: 

Total additional fee(s) required for this application is $130 for a Large Entity 

• $130 Late oath or declaration Surcharge. 
1E/14/B004 AW0HDAF1 00000021 132655 10725816 

02 FC-.1051 130.00 Dft 
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Replies should be mailed to: Mail Stop Missing Parts 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply. 



Customer Service Center 



Initial Patent Examination Division (703) 308-1202 

PART 2 - COPY TO BE RETURNED WITH RESPONSE 



EXHIBIT C 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
DECLARATION FOR PATENT APPLICATION 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter which is claimed and 
for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

VERSATILE DOG HOUSE 

the specification of which was filed on December 2, 2003 as Application No. 10/725,816. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by an amendment, if any, specifically referred 
to herein. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose all information known to me that is material to 
patentability in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56. 



I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code § 1 1 9(a)-(d) of any 
foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified 
below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
that of the application on which priority is claimed: 



FOREIGN PRIORITY CLAIM 




no such foreign applications have been filed 




such foreign application have been filed as follows: 



1 



Attorney Docket No.: 29939/38936B 

* 

EARLIEST FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY FILED WITHIN 12 MONTHS 
(6 MONTHS FOR DESIGN) PRIOR TO THIS U.S. APPLICATION 



Application Number 


Country 


Date of Filing 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 


Priority Claimed 
Under 35 USC 119 








Yes No 








Yes No 








Yes No 



ALL FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY FILED MORE THAN 12 MONTHS 
(6 MONTHS FOR DESIGN) PRIOR TO THIS U.S. APPLICATION 



Application Number 


Country 


Date of Filing 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 





















CLAIM FOR BENEFIT OF EARLIER U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATIONS 

I hereby claim priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code §1 19(e), of any United 
States provisional patent application(s) listed below: 

[ [ no such U.S. provisional applications have been filed. 

fx] such U.S. provisional application have been filed as follows: 



Application Number 


Date of Filing 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 


Priority Claimed 
Under 35 USC 119 


60/430,109 


02-Dec-2002 


X Yes No 






Yes No 






Yes No 



CLAIM FOR BENEFIT OF EARLIER U.S./PCT APPLICATION(S) 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of the United States 
application(s) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by 
the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, §1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose 
all information that is material to patentability in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal 



2 
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Regulations, §1.56 which became available to me between the filing date of the prior 
application and the national or PCT international filing date of this application: 

fx] no such U.S. /PCT applications have been filed. 

| | such U.S. /PCT application have been filed as follows: 



Application Number 


Date of Filing 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 















I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 

I hereby appoint: 

All practitioners at Customer Number 04743 

all of MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP, 233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 6300, Sears 
Tower, Chicago, Illinois 60606-6357, jointly, and each of them severally, my attorneys at 
law/patent agent(s), with full power of substitution, delegation and revocation, to prosecute 
this application, to make alterations and amendments therein, to receive the patent, and to 
transact all business in the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 

Please mail all correspondence to Bryan J. Lempia, whose address is: 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 

233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 6300 
Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6357 

Please direct telephone calls to: Bryan J. Lempia at (312) 474-6300. 
Please direct facsimiles to : (3 1 2) 474-0448 
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Full name of sole or first inventor 

William Croft 


Sole or first inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence \[ 

Mooresville, North Carolina 


Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 




302 Brook Glen 

Mooresville, North Carolina 281 15 





Full name of second inventor, if any 




Frederick Cruz 




Second inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence 




Apple Creek, Ohio 




Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 




135 Eyman Drive 




Apple Creek, Ohio 44606 





Full name of third inventor, if any 




John Vura 




Third inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence 




Wooster, Ohio 




Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 




3387 Tamarack Lane 




Wooster, Ohio 44691 





Full name of fifth inventor, if any 




Brian R. Pleiman 




Fifth inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence 




Medina, Ohio 




Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 




1122 Bristol Lane 




Medina, Ohio 44256 
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Full name of sole or first inventor 

William Croft 


Sole or first inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence 

Mooresville, North Carolina 


Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 




302 Brook Glen 

Mooresville, North Carolina 281 15 





Full name of second inventor, if any 




Frederick Cruz 




Second inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence 




Apple Creek, Ohio 




Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 




135 Eyman Drive 




Apple Creek, Ohio 44606 





Full name of third inventor, if any 

John Vura 




Third inventor's signature 



Date 



Residence 

Wooster, Ohio 



Citizenship US 



Mailing Address 

3387 Tamarack Lane 
Wooster, Ohio 44691 



Full name of fifth inventor, if any 

Brian R. Pleiman 


Fifth inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence 

Medina, Ohio 


Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 




1122 Bristol Lane 
Medina, Ohio 44256 
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Full name of sole or first inventor 

William Croft 


Sole or first inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence 

Mooresville, North Carolina 


Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 




302 Brook Glen 

Mooresville, North Carolina 281 15 





Full name of second inventor, if any 




Frederick Cruz 




Second inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence 




Apple Creek, Ohio 




Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 




135 Eyman Drive 




Apple Creek, Ohio 44606 





Full name of third inventor, if any 

John Vura 






Third inventor's signature 


Date 


Residence 1 

Wooster, Ohio 


Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 






3387 Tamarack Lane 
Wooster, Ohio 44691 









Full name of fifth inventor, if any 

Brian R. Pleiman 


Fifthjnventor's signature^^,^ ^"^7 f 


Date 




Residence *" ^ 

Medina, Ohio 


Citizenship US 


Mailing Address 

1122 Bristol Lane 
Medina, Ohio 44256 



4 



EXHIBIT D 



SuperPages.com: People Pages Search 



Page 1 of 2 









SuperPages.com® 




Espanot ® 




HOP 


A£ PAGE f 




?Y ! YELLOW PAGES j [ JEOPLe'pAGES J \ CITY PAGES I CONSUMER. CENTER , j 


AIJ\ 













People Search 

Reverse Lookup 
Search Tips 
Add a Listing 
Update a Listing 
Remove a Listing 

My Directory 

Maps 

Driving Directions 
Print-Friendly Version 



Software Guide 



Main Menu Backup 
Accounting CRM 
Databases Graphics 



Consumer Guide 

E3 Send Free 
Postcards! 



Home ^ People Pages * Search Results 



Results 



4 Matching Listings 



Search Again 

Amy Cruz ( More Info ) 
135 Eyman Dr 
Apple Creek, OH 44606 
(330) 698- 1041 



Frederick Cruz ( More Info ) 
135 Eyman Dr 
Apple Creek, OH 44606 
(330) 698- 1041 



Howard Cruz ( More Info ) 
10124 Ruth Dr 
Wadsworth, OH 44281 
(330) 334 - 4703 



Sulma Cruz ( More Info ) 
555 Norway St 
Wooster, OH 44691 
(330) 202 - 5271 



ma p 

driving directions 
save 

update or remove 



ma p 

driving directions 
save 

update or remove 



map 

drivin g directions 
save 

update or remove 



ma p 

driving directions 
save 

u pdate or remove 



Search Again 



(mtyAQOQM Co pyright ©2004 Acxiom. 



English / Espanol 



Home I My Directory j Yellow Pa ges | People Pages | City Pa ges | Consumer Center 
Advertise With Us | About Us / Hel p | Add / Change Listin g | Privacy Polic y | Contact Us 
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EXHIBIT E 



Marshall, Gerstein & Borun llp 



ATTORNEYS'AT-LAW ■ 

Russell C. Petersen 
Associate 
rpetersen@marshallip.com 



November 4, 2004 

Frederick Cruz 
135 Eyman Drive 
Apple Creek, OH 44066 

Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 10/725,816 
Title: Versatile Dog House 
Inventors: Croft, et al. 
OurRef.: 29939/38936B 

Dear Mr. Cruz: 

Enclosed you will find a copy of a declaration and an assignment for your signature in 
connection with the above-referenced patent application. Also please find a copy of the patent 
application as filed in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Please sign and date the 
declaration where indicated. By signing and dating the declaration, you are swearing that you 
believe that you are a joint inventor of the subject matter disclosed and claimed in the patent 
application. 

Also enclosed you will find a copy of an assignment. Again, please sign and date this 
document. By signing the assignment, you are assigning the rights to any patent granted on this 
disclosure to Rubbermaid. Because this document can be confusing, I have included an example 
that illustrates how the assignment should be filled out. If possible, please complete the 
assignment in the presence of a notary. 
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Marshall, Gerstein & Borun llp 



Frederick Cruz 
November 4, 2004 
Page 2 

Your kind attention to this matter is greatly appreciated. Please return the folly executed 
documents to us at your earliest convenience. For your convenience, we have included a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope. If you have any questions I would be happy to speak with you. Please 
contact me directly at (3 12) 474-6644. 




Russell C. Petersen 



RCP 



Enclosure 



cc: 



Lynn Browning (w/o enc.) 
James P. Zeller (w/o enc.) 
Bryan J. Lempia (w/o enc.) 



EXHIBIT F 



SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 


COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 


■ Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete 
Item 4 If Restricted Deliveiy is desired. 

■ Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can return card to you. 

■ Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece, .;:-./ 
or on the front if space permits. r - 


7 J 1 \A>^\/a Agent 
j J/^A t^V' A n Addressee 


B: Received by ( Ptinted Name) CWtiateof Delivery 


1. Article Addressed to: v V W:\ 
Mr . Fredericks C 4I§| 
1 35 Eyman Drive . Jp 
Apple Creek , OH 44066 lip 


D. is delivery addfess different frorri Item 1 ? □ Yes 
; If YES, enter delivery address^elow: JS(No 


It 

■ ' ■ * 


3. Service Type 

^Certified Mall □ Express Mail 

1 \ 1 1 Datum O A/Nat rti #/\r mtarr">ha rvHico 

l_j neyisrerea i— j nerurn rteoeipi tot Mefcnanajse 
□ Insured Mail □ C.O.D. 


4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) □ Yes 


2. Article Number f i » «« i-n-in r- i.nir- i rt -\ t 


PS Form 381 1 , August 2001 t Domestic Return Receipt 102S9MK-M-1035 



United States Postal Service 



i • Sender: Pleasei prin^i^g^rrtl, address, and^^jr^ls bo^ 




First-Class^Majl;^ 
Postage^ Fees Paid 

•USPSr^'^T:^:-.:- 
PeOTit-Nof'G^IO;' 



Marshall, Gerstein 8 Borun 

Suite 6300 Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 474-6300 



(it? zttbilmfctB 



V3 



1 i U « .11^ . , N?, rH »^ i rl I . i « ill i » ill * 1 14 1 i « ill j ii t 1 1 1 iJii ! 
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EXHIBIT G 





AT-tORNE.YS-AT-LAW 



Russell C. Petersen 
Associate 
rpetersen@marshallip.com 



August 18, 2004 



i 



Ms. Lynn Browning 
Legal Assistant 

Rubbermaid Home Products Division 
1147 Akron Road 
Wooster, Ohio 44691 



Re: U. S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/725,816 

Based on U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/430,109 
Title: "Versatile Dog House" 
Inventors: William Croft, et al. 

Our Reference: 29939/38936B 



Enclosed please find a copy of Declaration and Assignment documents prepared for 
execution by the inventors. These documents reflect the corrected inventorship. I already have 
Mr. Vura's signature on an assignment, but it is necessary to have him sign the new declaration, 
as the list of inventors has changed. Once the inventors have signed the documents and their 
signatures on the Assignment have been notarized, please return the executed documents to us at 
your earliest convenience. If any of the addresses need to be changed, the inventors may hand write 
the correct address, and initial the corrected address, 

I appreciate your help in this matter. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 



Dear Lynn: 



contact me. 




Very truly yours, 




Russell C. Petersen 



RCP/mkg 



Enclosures 
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